LENIN

thickheaded old mujik, and they called him Sosipatych.
... It was through Sosipatych that Lenin studied the
Siberian countryside and saw the ruthless way the petty
proprietors exploited the farm laborers. And truly, the
Siberian farmhands worked as if in servitude, only
snatching a little rest at holiday time.

Lenin had another method of studying the country-
side. On Sundays he ran a lawyer's consultation. He
enjoyed great popularity as a lawyer, as he had helped
one worker, who had been turned off the gold mines, to
win his case against the goldfield proprietor. News
about the winning of this case quickly spread among the
peasants. Mufiks and peasant women came and un-
burdened their woes. Lenin listened attentively and
probed into everything, afterwards giving his advice.4

Of course, Lenin, as an exile, had no legal right to
mix in the court cases of the peasants. But the local
authorities were liberal and did not trouble themselves
with what their political prisoners did. The mayor was
much more interested in selling his veal to these pris-
oners.

The post came twice a week, and Lenin's mother
wrote him regularly. Most of his correspondence, and
it was heavy, was with other exiles in Siberia and with
the leaders of the workers' organizations in St. Peters-
burg. The latter wrote of their progress, their dis-
cussions, their comrades in prison, and the new books
on labor movements throughout Europe. While the
government at first underestimated the power of Lenin's

4 Ibid., I, 28-29.
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